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BY KENNETH A. HENDERSON 

HE year I 967 marked the Centennial celebration of the purchase 
of Alaska from Russia by the United States and the Centenary 
of the Articles of Confederation which formed the Canadian 

provinces into the Dominion of Canada. Thus both Alaska and Canada 
were in a mood to celebrate, and a part of this celebration was expressed · 
in an extremely active climbing season both in Alaska and the Yukon, 
where some of the highest mountains on the continent are located. 
While much of the officially sponsored mountaineering activity was 
concentrated in the border mountains between Alaska and the Yukon, 
there was intense activity all over Alaska as well. 

More information is now available on the first winter ascent of Mount 
McKinley mentioned in A.J. 72. 329. The team of eight was inter
national in scope, a Frenchman, Swiss, German, Japanese, and New 
Zealander, the rest Americans. The successful group of three reached 
the summit on February 28 in typical Alaskan weather, -62° F. and 
winds of 35-40 knots. On their return they were stormbound at Denali 
Pass camp, I7,3oo ft. for seven days. For the forty days they were on the 
mountain temperatures averaged -35° to -40° F. (A.A.J. I6. 2I.) 

One of the most important attacks on McKinley in the summer of 
I967 was probably the three-pronged assault on the South face by the 
three parties under the general direction of Boyd Everett (A.A.J. I6. IO ). 

The fourteen men flew in to the South east fork of the Kahiltna glacier 
on June 22 and split into three groups for the climbs. One of these was 
a direct South face route, which the party called the Centennial Wall in 
honour of the occasion; another was the repetition of the South or Cassin 
ridge, first done by Riccardo Cassin in I 96 I, and the third was an ascent 
by the South Buttress route done by a Japanese party in I965. A four
man team successfully forced the South face route, although because of 
the severity of the weather, which greatly delayed the climb and raised a 
serious hazard from avalanches, they were forced more often than not to 
sleep in hard hats. They were the last of the three groups to reach the 
summit, on August 4· A five-man party under Boyd Everett was 
successful on the South ridge route despite the bad weather, which made 
them the second of the three groups on the summit, August 2. They used 
a new route to reach the ridge via Kahiltna Notch instead of up the 
Cassin Couloir. This party had an unfortunate accident on their return, 
which they elected to make by the route of ascent rather than the easier 
South Buttress route, when at 16,ooo ft, William Phillips slipped, fell 
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and broke an ankle. This delayed the descent as they had to wait several 
days for the swelling to subside and Phillips had to descend backwards 
because of the pain. They returned in good order and Phillips was 
flov.rn out to Talkeetna, \vhence he was flown to Fairbanks for medical 
attention, and then got out of there as the floods became serious. The 
third party, also a five-man group, which had the easiest route, on the 
South Buttress, was also badly delayed by storms, but still arrived first 
on the summit, July 28. They returned by the same route, but when 
they were only twenty minutes walk from their Base Camp, they were 
caught by an avalanche on the glacier. The wind blew three of them a 
half-mile across the glacier. The other two were blown only a hundred 
feet but one was blown into a crevasse, where he hung on a rope a 
hundred feet down and forty feet from the bottom. He was eventually 
lowered to the bottom and walked out to the end in safety. 

Despite the excellent showing of the three parties on the South Wall 
of McKinley, the party which ascended the South or Cassin ridge made 
only the third ascent of that route as they were preceded by a Japanese 
party earlier in the season. The eight men of this group, under the 
leadership of Takao Sasaki, M.D. of the Hokkaido Alpine Association, 
flew from Talkeetna to the Kahiltna glacier on April 26. After nearly a 
month of difficult climbing in bad snow, ice, and storms two of the 
group reached the summit on May 26. They all reached Base Camp by 
May 30 but bad weather delayed evacuation by plane until June 6. 

Four ascents of McKinley, in which twenty-seven persons participated, 
were made by the West Buttress route. There were also four groups 
climbing the mountain by the old Muldrow glacier route. Two of these 
parties, the Colorado Mount McKinley Expedition and the Wilcox 
McKinley Expedition joined. There were twelve in all on the combined 
party. They established a camp at 17,900 ft. from \vhich five men 
reached the summit on July 17 and returned to their camp. The next 
day they started down, to conserve food and fuel, while six of the other 
seven started at 2 p.m. for the summit. The following day, July r8, these 
six radioed from the summit which they had reached in a white-out 
after a bivouac the previous night. They reported they were well and 
heading down. This was the last heard from them. For the next six days 
a terrific storm lashed the mountain. When the storm abated somewhat 
the five climbers who had started their descent earlier continued. They 
were spotted by the six-man expedition of the Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska from the upper Muldrow glacier near the Coxcomb below 
Browne Tower and shortly joined this party. They continued down 
with the doctor from the M. C. of A. party, while the M. C. of A. party 
continued its ascent, in an endeavour to find the other members of the 
group. After four days of strenuous and cold climbing they reached the 
high camp of the first group and found the body of Stephen Taylor 
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frozen to an orange tent, which he had wrapped around him. They 
camped here and the next day continued on to .the summit. During their 
descent they noticed Don Sheldon flying near them. He dropped a note 
telling of two bodies on the steep slope below the Archdeacon's Tower 
and these they found. Almost immediately upon their return to the 
I 7,900 ft. camp a storm moved in and lasted for eighteen hours. After 
the storm they were able to descend. Another party was flown in to the 
Kahiltna glacier in August and climbed the mountain by the West 
Buttress route to try and find the bodies and bury them but found 
nothing but a piece of tent pole. They continued on to the summit and 
on August 27 made what is to date the latest seasonal ascent of McKinley. 
(See A.J. 73· 9I) 

A very interesting reconnaissance and climbing expedition was made 
in August, 1967 to the Revelation Mountains at the western end of the 
Alaska Range. These mountains are located at the head of three branches 
of the Kuskokwim river, the Big, the Strong, and the Swift rivers. They 
are composed of light granite and range in height from 6ooo to 9000 ft., 
the highest, North Buttress, being 9828 ft. The peaks had been seen in 
1960 from a peak in the Cathedral Spires group to the east by one of the 
party. Last summer a group of six from the Harvard Mountaineering 
Club flew in from Anchorage on July I I to a landing spot at 5500 ft. on the 
glacier on the South Fork of Big river . Despite a very rainy month they 
made nine first ascents, the highest being South Buttress, 934 5 ft. 

In the Mount Bona area a joint American-Japanese expedition was 
active. (A.A.J. I6. 40). This expedition was sponsored by the Mount
aineers of Seattle and the Mountaineering Union of Hyogo Prefecture 
to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Seattle-Kobe sister city 
affiliation. The American party and over-all management was handled 
by AI Randall and the Japanese group by Hiroshi Fujita. The party 
flew in to its Base Camp on the east branch of the Russell glacier on 
April 13. From here an advanced base was set up in the col on the 
shoulder of Mount Bona at I2,6oo ft. From this camp a group of 
thirteen American and three Japanese reached the West Shoulder of 
Mount Bona, 15,66o ft., on April22, while five of the Americans and two 
of the Japanese continued on to the summit I6,soo ft. Following this 
success many of the Americans had to leave. A new camp was set up 
and attacks made on a group of rugged peaks which the expedition 
called Twaharpies, with three of the summits appropriately enough 
being called Aello, Ocypete, and Celeno. Five Americans and three 
Japanese accomplished the first ascent of Aello, I4,445 ft. on April 27. 
Two days later the East Peak of Aello, I 3, 700 ft., was climbed by four of 
the Americans and two Japanese. On May 3 a party consisting of four 
Americans and one Japanese made the third ascent of Mount Churchill, 
I 5,638 ft. 
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Mount Deborah was attempted by the East Buttress by a strong party 
between June I8 and July r8. In this period there were twenty-five days 
of continuous storm so that the group finally returned without success 
on this difficult route. At the same time a seven-man expedition from 
Tokyo University flew in to the West Fork glacier and established a 
Base Camp at 6Ioo ft. On July 4 two men reached the top of Mount 
Hess, I2,o36 ft. from a camp on the Hess-Deborah col. Bad weather 
forced the party to cease further climbing. 

In the Wrangell Range a party of six men under the leadership of Ed 
Lane flew to the snowfield between Mounts Wrangell and Sanford on 
July Io to establish a Base Camp at 8Ioo ft. From here they climbed 
Peak I3,654 ft. one and a half miles south of Sanford, and made the first 
ascent of the South ridge of Sanford, I 6,24 7 ft., and the first ascent of 
Zanetti, I 3 ,oo9 ft. to the south of W rangell. They ascended to the 
summit of Mount Wrangell and found considerable volcanic activity. 
They spent some time in the Army research hut on the top where the 
temperature was 92 o inside the hut with an outside temperature of 9 o . 

They climbed all five summits of Wrangell and made the first ascent of 
Mount J arvis, I 3,421 ft., before returning to civilisation. 

In the Talkeetna Mountains two climbers made several first ascents 
in May while Vin Hoeman and his wife made the first ascent of Hoary 
Peak, 6057 ft., in October. 

There was considerable activity in the Chugach Mountains where a 
number of climbs were made by various climbers in the north-west 
section of the range. 

Mouil.t Blackburn was attempted by a Japanese party from Tokyo 
University. A seven-man group under the leadership of Hiroichi 
Yamazaki failed on two attempts because of bad weather, but finally on 
June 8, two members of the party made the third ascent of Atna, I 3 ,86oft. 
Less than 100 ft. from the summit one of the two slipped and the two 
slid r 500 ft. down a snow slope, fell I 50 ft. over a steep drop and landed 
on a snow slope. One was killed. A little later, on June 24, three members 
of the Oregon State University Mountain Club flew in to the Nesesna 
glacier to attempt the north side of Blackburn. They ascended the 
North-east ridge to 1o,ooo ft. but a reconnaissance of the upper ridge 
proved that the technical difficulties were too great for such a small 
party. An attempt on the North ridge was repulsed by numerous 
crevasses bridged by a foot of fresh, unstable snow. 

Just as McKinley was the focus of activity in Alaska, so was Mount 
Logan the focus of activity in Canada, for both Canadian and American 
climbers. A five-man party composed of four· Americans and one 
Canadian made a traverse of the mountain. (A.A.J. I6. 46). They flew 
from Kluane Lake on July 5 to the Hubbard glacier. Two of the party 
attacked the East-south-east ridge, which they called the Hubsew 
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ridge because it started at the divide between the Hubbard and Seward 
glaciers. The other three members tried the East ridge one mile north. 
The two parties met on the East face at I3,soo ft. on July IS and the 
next day reached the Logan plateau, where they spent the next seven 
days, five of them storm bound in a severe storm which required their 
shovelling out the tents every two hours because of the accumulation of 
snow. They did succeed in traversing the mountain and reaching all 
three major summits. On the 25th they reached the new Logan High 
Camp, which had been set up a few weeks earlier by the Arctic Institute 
at I7,400 ft. to carry out high altitude observations on the mountain. 
The buildings of this hut required twenty-seven flights with landings 
at the highest altitude ever made in Canada. From here they continued 
on to King Col and descended the King Trench and the Quintino Sella 
glacier to the Seward glacier, where they \¥ere picked up for the flight 
out. 

Another noteworthy ascent of Logan was made by five members of the 
Yale Mountaineering Club, who flew in from Chitina on June 23 to 
establish a Base Camp at 7soo ft. on the Logan glacier from which they 
could attack the mountain from the north. They chose a North ridge 
which passed over the summit of McArthur Peak and went directly to the 
East Summit of Logan. This they called Catenary Ridge because one 
long section was almost a perfect catenary (A.A.J. I6. SI). After two 
false starts in which they attempted to by-pass a part of the lower ridge 
they finally started to climb the entire ridge from the beginning. The 
route was long and exacting, going over a number of summits and 
involving long sections of narrow ridge and cornices, but on July I 9, 
they reached the East Peak of Mount Logan. They returned by the 
same route and flew out on August I. 

Another attempt was made on the north side of Logan by five men 
from the British Columbia Mountaineers. The route they selected was 
further west than that of the Yale party and was separated from it by the 
Independence ridge. It is probably the true North ridge of the mountain. 
They flew from Kluane Lake on June 24 to a Base Camp at about 
8ooo ft. on the Logan glacier, and spent the next sixteen days on the 
ridge. Finally one night while climbing above Camp Ill at I I ,ooo ft. 
two of the party were carried down by an avalanche, one suffering a 
broken arm and the other a bad gash on the forehead. They were carried 
down about 700 ft. on a 6o0 slope and stopped, fortunately hung up 
around a small hummock of snow where the slope eased off before 
dropping again more steeply. The accident happened at midnight and 
they spent the rest of the night climbing back up in the soft snow arriving 
back in camp at 5.30 a.m. Fortunately an Alaskan pilot flew over that 
afternoon at 2 p.m. and they were able to pass on word so that an hour 
later a helicopter from the Canadian Alpine Club's Centennial camp was 
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able to come in and evacuate the man with the broken arm. The party 
continued for two days more to climb the thin ridge above camp but 
finally had to give up the attempt because of lack of food. 

The Alpine Club of Canada celebrated the Centenary by establishing a 
summer climbing camp in the Icefield Range on the Canadian side of the 
boundary and sponsoring a number of climbs. (A.J. 73. I8.) The Base 
Camp was at Kluane Lake with a number of subsidiary camps at 
strategic climbing positions. An eight-man team, four Canadians and 
four Americans made the first ascent of the border summit of l\1ount 
Vancouver, I 5, 720ft., an unclimbed border peak. They flew from Kluane 
Lake on June 18 to 7000 ft. on the Hubbard glacier on the American 
side of the border. From here they climbed by the South ridge of the 
South-east Buttre·ss. The entire party reached the border summit which 
they christened" Good Neighbour Peak" on June 25. Five continued 
on to the Central Summit, about the same altitude and four went farther 
to the main summit, I5,82o ft., several miles inside the Yukon border. A 
storm that night confined the party to their tents for the next two days, 
but finally on the 28th they descended through fresh snow. 

The Alpine Club of Canada had an ambitious programme to climb a 
peak named for each of the provinces, preferably by a team of climbers 
from that province. All were first ascents in an unclimbed range chris
tened the Centennial Range. Three major Base Camps were established. 
The Fundy Camp served as the base for the climbs of Mounts Nova 
Scotia, Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, and 
Quebec. The Prairie Camp served as the base for the climbs of Centen-
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nial Peak, and Mounts Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
The T-bone Camp was the base for the climbs of Mounts British 
Columbia, Yukon, and Northwest. Because of bad cornices some of the 
parties did not reach the true summit but did achieve fore-peaks of 
approximately the same height or stopped within a few feet of the 
summit cornice when there was obviously no permanent part of the 
mountain between them and the top of the cornice. With all the 
subsidiary camps available and air transport at hand there were good 
opportunities for climbs in this area and climbers took full advantage of 
them with climbs of many peaks in the area being accomplished, among 
them the second ascent of Mount Lucania, I7, I47 ft., and the third 
ascent of Mount Steele, I6,644 ft. 

South of Skagway there were several first ascents in the boundary 
peaks. A party of four spent twenty days on the upper Meade and 
Denver glaciers, where they made the first ascents of Boundary Peak I 09 
and of Io7, Mount Bagot, as well as a 7I50 ft. peak on the Canadian side 
of the border. A little farther south on the Juneau Icefield another party 
made the first ascent of the South Peak of Mount Ogilvie. 

In the Canadian Rockies it seemed to be the year for north-face routes. 
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On July 23-24 a three-man party made the first ascent of the North face 
of Mount Assiniboine. The same three then moved north and on July 
31- August 1 made the first ascent of the East Peak of Mount Edith 
Cavell by the North face (See A .J. 73. 64 for both climbs). Two weeks 
later another party of two made the first ascent of the North face of 
Mount Geikie, August 13-15 (A.A.J. I6. 6o). Geikie was also climbed 
by the West ridge and the East face of Dungeon Peak was climbed, the 
last east-face route to be done in the Ramparts. 

In the Bugaboo section of the Purcell Range in British Columbia a 
number of new routes of considerable difficulty were made: the direct 
West face of Snowpatch Spire; the direct West face of North Howser 
Tower; the North face of North post Spire; and a new route on the 
South face of Eastpost Spire. 

The Monashee Range has been getting more attention lately and a 
small party of three men made five first ascents in a three-week expe
dition from August 3 to 23. 

The B. C. Mountaineers decided to celebrate the Centenary by a ski 
expedition to the Lillooet Ice Area of the Coast Range. On April29 they 
flew a seven-man party to a 7500 ft. pass west of the Manatee glacier. 
Two days later the ·entire party made a ski ascent of Mount Sirenia, 
9500 ft., the highest in the group. In the next ten days they made a 
dozen ski ascents and a fine rock climb on Wahoo Tower, 9450 ft . All 
peaks were first ascents. The party finally walked out, a four-day trip. 

South of the border, one of the best climbs in the Cascades was the 
first ascent of the North face of Bear Mountain (A .A .J. I6. 67). This 
was made on July 14-15 by Fred Beckey and Mark Fielding after they 
had spent several week-ends building a trail through the thick bush 
from the Canadian side in to the mountain. 

In the Sierra Nevada several new routes were noteworthy.. Royal 
Robbins and TM Herbert made ·a new route on the West face of El 
Capitan on June 3-7 on which they used 195 pitons, 100 nuts, 57 runne-rs., 
1 bolt and other assorted hardware. A new route was also made on the 
South face of Washington Column. In Kings Canyon., the Sentinel was 
climb~d for the first time by the face in two days by Yvon Chouinard 
and Royal Robbins (A.A~J· I6. 77). 

Climbers turned their attention to the softer rock mountains of the 
canyon country of the south-west. Two outstanding climbs were made 
in Zion National Park. The Great White Throne was climbed for the 
first time by the North-west face by three men on May s-7, (A.A.J. I6. 
81) while the Pulpit was climbed for the first time on April 15. 

In the Tetons,. that favorite climbing ground of American climbers, 
new routes were made on Mounts Moran, Nez Perce, Teewinot, and 
others, as well as the first winter ascent of Mount Moran. 
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